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INTRODUCTION OF THE ALASKA 

NATIVE CLAIMS SETTLEMENT 
ACT TO PROVIDE EQUITABLE 
TREATMENT OF ALASKA NATIVE 
VIETNAM VETERANS 

HON. DON YOUNG 
OF ALASKA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, August 2, 2007 

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Madam Speaker, I 
am pleased to introduce legislation today to 
correct an inequity for my Alaska Native Viet-
nam Veterans with regard to their native allot-
ment issues. 

Approximately 2,800 Alaska Natives served 
in the military during the Vietnam conflict and 
therefore did not have an opportunity to apply 
for their Native allotment. In 1998, P.L. 105– 
276 amended the Alaska Native Claims Settle-
ment Act (ANCSA) to provide Alaska Native 
Vietnam veterans an opportunity to obtain an 
allotment of up to 160 acres of land under the 
Native Allotment Act. 

P.L. 105–276 contains three major obsta-
cles that prevent Alaska Native Vietnam vet-
erans from selecting and obtaining their Native 
allotment. First, Alaska Native Vietnam vet-
erans can only apply for land that was vacant, 
unappropriated, and unreserved when their 
use first began. Second, Alaska Native Viet-
nam veterans can only apply if they served in 
active military duty from January 1, 1969 to 
December 31, 1971 (even though the Vietnam 
conflict began August 5, 1964 and ended May 
7, 1975). Third, Alaska Native Vietnam vet-
erans must prove they used the land (applied 
for in their native allotment application) in a 
substantially continuous and independent 
manner, at least potentially exclusive of oth-
ers, for five or more years. This requirement 
was not in the original Native Allotment Act, 
nor has it been required of other Alaska Na-
tive applicants in applying for their native allot-
ment. Further, adjudication of use and occu-
pancy issues will take years and will be very 
costly. 

My bill will increase the available land by 
authorizing Alaska Native Vietnam veterans to 
apply for land that is federally owned and va-
cant. The lack of available land under existing 
law nullifies the very purpose of granting Alas-
ka Native Vietnam veterans an allotment ben-
efit. This is true because most land in Alaska 
is not available for Alaska Native Vietnam vet-
eran allotment applications under existing 
laws. For example, there is no land available 
in southeast Alaska because it either is within 
the Tongass National Forest or has been se-
lected or conveyed to the State of Alaska or 
ANCSA Native Corporations. 

My bill will also expand the military service 
dates to coincide with the entire Vietnam con-
flict: August 5, 1964 through May 7, 1975. The 
expansion of military service dates to include 
all Alaska Natives who served in the military 
during the Vietnam conflict is consistent with 
the federal government’s policy of providing 
benefits to veterans of the Vietnam War. The 
federal government has given public land ben-
efits to veterans (or their widows or heirs) of 
every war beginning with the Indian Wars of 
1790 and ending with the Korean conflict in 
1955. Incidentally, Alaska Native veterans 
were not eligible for these public land benefits 
until 1924 because the courts had determined 
Alaska Natives were not United States citi-
zens. 

My bill would extend the deadline of the al-
lotment application to three years after the 
Secretary of the Interior issues final regula-
tions under Section 3 of this bill. It also would 
correct the dates of Approval of Allotments to 
accommodate the extension of the application 
process of an Alaska Native Vietnam veteran. 

My bill would also assure ANCSA Regional 
and Village Corporations that if an Alaska Na-
tive Vietnam veteran makes his or her allot-
ment selection within lands selected (and not 
necessarily conveyed) by those Corporations 
said Corporation’s lands entitlement will re-
main intact. 

My bill would prohibit an Alaska Native Viet-
nam veteran from selecting lands within the 
right of way granted for the TransAlaska Pipe-
line or the inner and outer corridor of that 
right-of-way withdrawal (for security reasons 
after 9/11 attacks). It also would prohibit a vet-
eran from selecting lands containing a build-
ing, permanent structure, or other develop-
ment owned or controlled by the United 
States, another unit of government, or re-
served for national defense purposes other 
than National Petroleum Reserve-Alaska. 

My bill would also allow a veteran who 
made an allotment selection under Section 
2(g) of this bill, before the date of the enact-
ment of this bill, may withdraw that selection 
and reselect lands under this section if the 
land originally selected were not conveyed to 
that person prior to enactment of this bill. 

My bill will also replace existing use and oc-
cupancy requirements with legislative approval 
of allotment applications. Use and occupancy 
requirements would be replaced for several 
reasons: (1) Congress has made legislative 
approval available to all other allotment appli-
cants under 43 U.S.C. Section 1634(a) (1) (A); 
(2) legislative approval of allotments prevents 
costly and lengthy adjudication of use and oc-
cupancy issues; and (3) many Alaska Native 
Vietnam veterans could not meet use and oc-
cupancy requirements as a result of military 
service. For example, the application of a de-
serving Alaska Native Vietnam veteran who 
was paralyzed during the Vietnam conflict 
would be rejected if that veteran were unable 
to complete the five years of use of the 
claimed land and had not used the land for 
five years before the war. 

I urge my colleagues to support this impor-
tant legislation for Alaska Native Vietnam vet-
erans who served their country in a time of 
conflict. I want to remind my colleagues that 
we owe our veterans the respect, dignity and 
honor them so well deserve for fulfilling their 
duty and commitment to this great nation. 
Please do not deprive my Alaska Native Viet-
nam veterans their rightful opportunity to apply 
for their native allotment as was afforded other 
Alaska natives in my great State. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO EMILY ALLEN 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, August 2, 2007 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Emily Allen 
who has been awarded the Curtis Garrett 
Scholarship of Jefferson County, Colorado, in 
the amount of $1,000. Emily will use this 
scholarship to attend McPherson College in 
McPherson, Kansas, majoring in education. 

Emily is a 2007 graduate of Alameda High 
School of Lakewood, Colorado and has had a 
very accomplished academic career. She 
graduated seventh in her class with an overall 
grade point average of 3.8. Emily was very in-
volved in her high school career and that in-
volvement only adds to the recognition this 
young woman deserves. 

Emily was very involved with the 
cheerleading squad at Alameda High School, 
and will continue that involvement at McPher-
son College. Deciding on an education de-
gree, she will be following in the footsteps of 
her parents, both of whom are Jefferson 
County teachers. 

The dedication demonstrated by Emily Allen 
is exemplary of the type of achievement that 
can be attained with hard work and persever-
ance. It is essential that students at all levels 
strive for their best in their education to de-
velop a work ethic that will guide them for the 
rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations once 
again to Emily Allen for winning the Curtis 
Garrett scholarship. I have no doubt she will 
exhibit the same dedication she has shown in 
her high school career to her athletic and aca-
demic careers at McPherson College. 

f 

RECOGNIZING UNITED MEDICAL 
CENTERS 

HON. CIRO D. RODRIGUEZ 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, August 2, 2007 

Mr. RODRIGUEZ. Madam Speaker, on the 
occasion of Health Center Week I wish to rec-
ognize United Medical Centers. United Med-
ical Centers serve Kinney, Maverick and Val 
Verde Counties, three rural communities 
where access to healthcare is often limited. 
United Medical Centers, along with other com-
munity health centers in Texas, provide much 
needed healthcare to uninsured and medically 
underserved populations. In rural communities, 
community health centers are often the only 
medical facility within miles, and the health 
professionals there serve as the family doctors 
for everyone in the community. Health centers 
like this one expand access to quality care for 
all people and contain healthcare costs by 
promoting preventative healthcare and primary 
care services. Health centers are essential to 
our nation’s healthcare system, providing high 
standards of care, reducing unmet needs in 
underserved communities and encouraging 
preventative care through outreach activities. 
Health centers guarantee access for all indi-
viduals, helping to eliminate health disparities 
and achieve healthcare for all. Again, I recog-
nize United Medical Centers for its important 
contributions to healthcare and for improving 
the health and quality of life of the people of 
the 23d Congressional District of Texas. 

f 

THANKING MR. PHIL NICHOLS FOR 
HIS SERVICE TO THE HOUSE 

HON. ROBERT A. BRADY 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, August 2, 2007 

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Madam 
Speaker, on the occasion of his retirement in 
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